
Istanbul to Damascus
18 day - Istanbul to Damascus

Turkey - Syria

Get a real culture blast on this trip starting with a historic WWI battlefield and relics of the Roman and Ottoman empires. Then check out a Crusader Castle,
relax at the sunny Med coast and finish with the friendly Syrian people in the oldest populated city in the world!

Top Destinations visited on this tour

Istanbul - Gallipoli Peninsula - Selcuk - Oludeniz - Olympos - Cappadocia - Aleppo - Palmyra - Damascus

Tour Price

Price: GBP 425 + GBP 130

Local Payment: Local Payment is a portion of your total tour cost which is paid locally to your Crew, in cash, at the beginning of your tour.

Tour Length: 18 days
Crew: 2 crew
Vehicle: Overland Truck
Tour Code: IDM18-08
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Tour Itinerary

Day 1 : Istanbul to Gallipoli Peninsula. Leaving the bustling city of Istanbul behind we head into the countryside through olive groves and
rural settlements to Gallipoli and the Straits of the Dardanelles.

Day 2 : Gallipoli Peninsula. Gallipoli is synonymous with World War I where the ANZAC and Allied forces battled for 9 fruitless months
against the Turkish. It is a moving experience to visit the war graves and battlegrounds here and the lessons learnt from this campaign defined
a chunk of nation-building history particularly for the New Zealanders and Australians.

Day 3 to 4 : Gallipoli Peninsula to Selcuk (via Troy). Leaving historic Gallipoli behind we cross the Straits of the Dardenelles, leave Europe
and enter Asia. We stop at Troy - historic site of the famous Trojan Horse - before making our way to the coast and the huge, ancient Roman
site of Ephesus.

Day 5 : Selcuk. A chance today to take a trip to the ancient city of Ephesus. Built by the Greeks in 1000BC and then 'renovated' by the
Romans, this huge ancient city boasts a 24,000 seat amphitheatre, a harbour with no water and a library said to be second only to the Great
Library of Alexandria. All still in pretty good condition!

Day 6 to 7 : Selcuk to Oludeniz. After our first major brush with Roman history we travel towards the Mediterranean coast and the small
town of Oludeniz. Depending on the weather we may stop off at Pamukkale mineral springs for a hot-water soak or take the scenic mountain
route towards Marmaris.

Day 8 : Oludeniz. A free day today to enjoy the beautiful Med coast and all the water activities it offers. To get a birds-eye view take the
opportunity to Paraglide from one of the best sites in Europe and Asia.

Day 9 to 10 : Oludeniz to Olympos. A day's drive will see us at the home of the 'Eternal Flame' and we spend the next 2 nights either
camping or sleeping in tree houses! A night visit to the Chimaera or 'Eternal' flame is well worth the walk. Burning natural gas escaping from
numerous fissures in the rock lights up the mountainside and is a very interesting natural phenomenon. It is also believed by many to be the
original birthplace of the Olympic (Games) Flame. Spend a day on the beach or hire a bike and explore.

Day 11 : Olympos to Cappadocia. Leaving the coast we climb into the inland mountainous regions of Turkey. Some stunning, green
mountain scenery gives way to the other-worldly look of the Cappadocia region. Don't be surprised if it looks a bit empty - many people live
underground! Prepare to be amazed!

Day 12 to 13 : Cappadocia. Over hundreds of years Cappadoccia houses, churches, forts, businesses and even entire cities have been carved
out of the volcanic rock - underground! A few days in the Goreme Valley gives you time to visit many of these sites, see some belly dancing,
take a hot air balloon ride and check out the carpets of Eastern Turkey.

* Istanbul to Damascus * IDM18-08 * http://www.overlandingafrica.com/ istanbul-to-damascus-IDM18-08 * copyright  2012 * © All rights reserved2



Day 14 : Cappadocia to Aleppo. Heading south today we cross into Syria - home of some of the most hospitable people you can meet. A long
history boasts the rule of Persian, Egyptian, Roman and Babylonian Empires, and even the 'Crusades' passed through. Tonight's stop is the
town of Aleppo.

Day 15 : Aleppo. The bustling market town of Aleppo is a great day out cruising around the markets for cheap curios, checking out the
beautiful citadels and absorbing the Syrian culture.

Day 16 : Aleppo to Palmyra. Driving toward the desert we stop at the 800 year old Crusader Castle of Crac de Chevaliers. Look out for the
carved lions of Richard the Lionheart over the gate. Then the oasis town of Palmyra awaits. This UNESCO World Heritage Site was once one
of the most important cultural centres of the ancient world - from the massive size and numerous architectural influences of the ruined city that
remains, you can see why.

Day 17 : Palmyra to Damascus. After our visit to stunning Palmyra we turn back west towards the oldest inhabited city in the world -
Damascus.

Day 18 : Damascus. A chance today to explore the oldest inhabited city in the world.
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Optional Highlights

These 9 highlight(s) are optional activities which you can do on your trip. We have supplied indicative prices so you can plan your spending money
accordingly:

Aleppo City Tour - $6• 
Cappadocia Hot Air Balloon Trip
- $300

• 

Crac de Chevaliers Castle Tour -
$15

• 

Ephesus Guided Tour - $25• 

Lebanon Day Trip from Damascus
- $175

• 

Oludeniz Paragliding - $120• 
Palmyra City Tour - $12• 
Pammukale Hot Springs - $25• 

General Notes

Approx 50% of all meals are included. This itinerary is a rough guide only and is subject to change on a trip by trip basis.

Departure Dates

    Start       -     End
23 Apr 2013 - 10 May 2013
14 May 2013 - 31 May 2013
27 Aug 2013 - 13 Sep 2013
23 Sep 2013 - 10 Oct 2013
15 Nov 2013 - 02 Dec 2013

Before and After Your Trip

Your pre-departure meeting starts at approx 18h00pm the day before the trip starts at the Sultan Hostel .

Your trip departs from the Sultan Hostel 21 Akbiyik Caddesi Sultanahmet Istanbul Turkey www.sultanhostel.com at 08h00am on Day 1. We suggest you get
there 15 minutes before to avoid delays.

Your trip ends at/in Damascus on late afternoon on the last day. Please note end times are aproximated.

Contact us from information and prices for the pre and post tour accommodation, flights, transfer, car rental and activity bookings.

Visa Information - http://www.overlandingafrica.com/before-you-go/visas-and-passports/

Vaccinations - http://www.overlandingafrica.com/health/

Travel Insurance - http://www.overlandingafrica.com/before-you-go/travel-insurance/

Frequently Asked Questions - http://www.overlandingafrica.com/faq/

Why book with OverlandingAfrica.com - http://www.overlandingafrica.com/about/why-book-with-overlanding-africa/

Feedback from past overlanders - http://www.overlandingafrica.com/feedback/

Read more about the countries on this tour

Turkey - http://www.overlandingafrica.com/turkey/
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Syria - http://www.overlandingafrica.com/syria/

Contact Us

SA: +27 (0)21 422 4644
UK: 0871 28 44 99 1
Email: info@overlandingafrica.com
Skype: overlandingafrica.com
Website: http://www.overlandingafrica.com/
Become a fan on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Overlanding-Africacom/49544523149
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